LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION PROJECT

Co-Sponsored by:

The Governor’s Council on Disability

The Statewide Independent Living Council
and

Missouri Centers for Independent Living
· Do you want to know how legislation is passed?

· Do you want to know how to talk to your legislators?

· Do you want to know how you can make a difference?

These and other questions will be addressed during the Legislative Education Project (LEP), which is a non-partisan education effort.   The LEP welcomes all entities to participate in this learning process. 

Mission:

To educate and motivate individuals by providing opportunities to become active in creating positive public policies for people with disabilities. 

Introduction to LEP  – Is available for individuals/organizations that are novice to the legislative process or need additional training about the Missouri legislative process.  Training includes: 

· How a House or Senate bill goes through the legislative process to become a law

· How to educate your senators and representatives on issues important to people with disabilities and the disability community

· The ‘do’s” and “don’ts” of working with legislators and other policy makers

· The opportunity to meet with your legislators or other elected officials 

· Voter Registration 

 Advanced LEP track     – To be eligible for this training a participant must have completed the introduction to LEP. The advanced sessions will provide a more intensive learning experience with facilitators/advocates on specific issues regarding people with disabilities.   

Customized Trainings:

The Governor’s Council on Disability will provide customized one-day trainings on the legislative process to those unable to commit to staying three days for the LEP.  These customized trainings will be separate from the LEP and can be scheduled by contacting the Governor’s Council on Disability

Calendar /Schedule 

The LEP will be held weekly during February, March and April with the exception of Spring Break.  Introduction to LEP participants are required to meet Monday afternoon in a designated hearing room in the Capitol Building.  LEP participants are encouraged to continue this learning process by committing to stay until Thursday noon to obtain the full experience in the legislative process. 

Cost:

The LEP does not have a fee.  All materials and information provided during the LEP are provided free of charge.  Each participant is responsible for his or her own food, travel and lodging expenses.

Who Can Attend LEP:

The LEP is available to any organization or individual who would like to learn more about the legislative process relating to disability policies. 

For more information contact:

Donna Borgmeyer

Disability Program Specialist

Governor’s Council on Disability

P. O. Box 1668

Jefferson City, MO 65102-1668

573-751-2600 or toll-free 1-800-877-8249

donna.Borgmeyer@oa.mo.gov
The tentative schedule for the 2009 LEP trainings is as follows:

Week 1
February 2 - 4, 2009

Week 2
February 9 - 11, 2009
Week 3
February 17 – 19, 2009 (Feb. 16 is President’s Day)

Week 4
February 23 - 25, 2009

Week 5
March 2 - 4, 2009

Week 6
March 9 - 11, 2009

March 12 – 23, 2009 (Spring Break, No LEP).  

Week 7
March 23 – 25, 2009

Week 8
March 30 – April 1, 2009

Week 9
April 6 – 8, 2009

Week 10
April 20 – 22, 2009

Week 11
April 27 – 29, 2009

The most current LEP schedule will also be available on the Internet at www.gcd.oa.mo.gov or www.mosilc.org/LEP.htm
